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Bundeskanzlerin Merkel begriifdt die gemeinsame Haltung Wwv?bfndesregiemng.de

der EU-Aufienminister zu Syrien www.bundeskanzlerin.de
Der Sprecher der Bundesregierung, Steffen Seibert, teilt mit:

Bundeskanzlerin Angela Merkel begriifdt, dass die EU-Auf )enminister
sich in Vilnius auf eine gemeinsame Haltung zum Syrien-Konflikt ge-
einigt haben.

Sie dankt dem Bundesaufdenminister, der sich dafiir intensiv und er-
folgreich eingesetzt hat.

Das Signal eines in seiner Haltung zu diesem schrecklichen Konflikt
geeinten Europas ist von unschitzbarer Bedeutung. Der Erfolg von
Vilnius zeigt, wie richtig die deutsche Entscheidung in St. Petersburg
war, zunichst auf eine gemeinsame europaische Position hinzuwirken.

Die Bundesregierung wird sich nun als 12. Staat der gestrigen St. Pe-
tersburger Erklarung zum Syrienkonflikt anschliefden.

Sie nimmt dabei ausdriicklich auf die gemeinsame deutsch-
franzosische Position Bezug, dass ein Bericht der UN-Inspektoren so
bald wie moglich - und bevor weitere Mafnahmen ergriffen werden -
vorgelegt werden sollte.



Anlage: St. Petersburger Erklarung zum Syrien-Konflikt

Die St. Petersburger Erklarung zum Syrien-Konflikt wurde am Rande
des G20-Gipfels am 6. September 2013 von folgenden Staaten in Sankt
Petersburg unterzeichnet: Australien, Kanada, Frankreich, Italien, Ja-
pan, Republik Korea (Stidkorea), Saudi Arabien, Spanien, Tiirkei, Grof3-
britannien, USA. Deutschland hat sich dieser Erklairung am 7. Septem-
ber angeschlossen.

Text der St. Petersburger Erklarung:

"The international norm against the use of chemical weapons is
longstanding and universal. The use of chemical weapons anywhere
diminishes the security of people everywhere. Left unchallenged, it
increases the risk of further use and proliferation of these weapons.

We condemn in the strongest terms the horrific chemical weapons
attack in the suburbs of Damascus on August 21st that claimed the
lives of so many men, women, and children. The evidence clearly
points to the Syrian government being responsible for the attack,
which is part of a pattern of chemical weapons use by the regime.

We call for a strong international response to this grave violation of
the world’s rules and conscience that will send a clear message that
this kind of atrocity can never be repeated. Those who perpetrated
these crimes must be held accountable.

Signatories have consistently supported a strong UN Security Council
Resolution, given the Security Council's responsibilities to lead the
international response, but recognize that the Council remains paraly-
zed as it has been for two and a half years. The world cannot wait for
endless failed processes that can only lead to increased suffering in
Syria and regional instability. We support efforts undertaken by the
United States and other countries to reinforce the prohibition on the
use of chemical weapons.

We commit to supporting longer term international efforts, including
through the United Nations, to address the enduring security challen-
ge posed by Syria’s chemical weapons stockpiles. Signatories have also
called for the UN fact finding mission to present its results as soon as
possible, and for the Security Council to act accordingly.

We condemn in the strongest terms all human rights violations in Sy-
ria on all sides. More than 100,000 people have been killed in the
conflict, more than 2 million people have become refugees, and ap-
proximately 5 million are internally displaced. Recognizing that Syria’s
conflict has no military solution, we reaffirm our commitment to seek



a peaceful political settlement through full implementation of the
2012 Geneva Communique. We are committed to a political solution
which will result in a united, inclusive and democratic Syria.

We have contributed generously to the latest United Nations (UN) and
ICRC appeals for humanitarian assistance and will continue to provide
support to address the growing humanitarian needs in Syria and their
impact on regional countries. We welcome the contributions announ-
ced at the meeting of donor countries on the margins of the G20. We
call upon all parties to allow humanitarian actors safe and unhindered
access to those in need.

European signatories will continue to engage in promoting a common
European position."



